INTRODUCTION

was an all-important element in the Company's busi-
ness, Pulo Penang or Prince of Wales' Island, and then
going down the straits of Malacca in order to pay a
Sate visit to the Sultan of Pontiana in Borneo, who
dwelt in a ramshackle palace at the head of a creek
overgrown with creepers and infested with crocodiles.

The Minden was a fine 74, one of the many beautiful
vessels built on the Bombay slips by the celebrated
Parsee master-builder, Jamsetjee Bomanjee, the head
of the great ship-building firm of Lowjee Wadia.
Next year Hall got command of the Fiftor sloop, also
built in Bombay, and took her home.

His visit to England was short. Almost im-
mediately he was ordered to join the Lyra sloop,
acting as escort to the AlceSte, which was taking out
Lord Amherst as our Ambassador Extraordinary to
the Court of Pekin. The Lyra incidentally carried
out some valuable survey work in the Gulf of Pechili,
the west coast of Korea, and among the Loochoo, of
which little or nothing was then known. Of these
attractive islands Hall gives an interesting narrative
in his Account of a Voyage of Discovery to the WeSt Coast
of Corea and the Great Loo Choo Islands, including a
valuable comparative vocabulary of Japanese and
Loochoo words which Hall compiled. Canton was
reached on November 2nd, and the Chinese forts had
to be silenced by gunfire. The Embassy, after some
futile negotiations, re-embarked on January 2ist. On
their return journey, the AlceSte was wrecked in
Caspar Straits, and Lord Amherst had to make for
Batavia in an open boat. Meanwhile, the Lyra had
gone on to Calcutta with despatches.

On the homeward voyage, St. Helena was reached
on August nth, 1817, and Hall took the opportunity
to pay his respects to the Emperor Napoleon, who, as
we have seen, had been a classmate or his father's at
Brienne over forty years before. The interview was
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